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ear by a cap, exposure to cold, negligence of cleanliness, introduction of 
foreign bodies into the ear. Among the causes of deaf-mutism, heredity 
plays a part  much less important than is generally supposed. The proof 
is that deaf-mutes almost always .glve birth to children who hear and 
speak well. The p~por t iou  rises a little when one of the parents is a 
deaf-mute and the other hears. Consanguineous marriages, which repre- 
sent in France about two per cent. of marriages, produce about one- 
fifteenth of congenital deaf-mutism. Dr. Ladrei t  de Lacharri~re, a b-ell- 
known aurlst, has laid it down as an axiom that whenever a child loses 
its hearing during the first eight years of its existence, it  becomes dumb 
by its forgetfulness of language, and until the age of four years this 
mutism is fataL--The Medical Record, October 19, 1889. 

HYFODER)I IC  INJECTION OF TESTICULAR FLUID.  

W. A. HAZ~I~IOND, M.D., gives (New York Med. Journal, August  31, 1889) 
an account of ten cases in which lie injected the expressed juice of the 
testicles of dogs and guinea-pigs. In  two cases it rapidly and completely 
cured severe muscular rheumatism. One of the cases was a woman, and, 
as might be expected (if the juice have any specific action), the injection 
had no effect except merely to cause the formation of an abscess. 

OVARIOTO~Ir 1N X GmL AGED SEVEN YEARS. 

W.  D. HAMAKER, M.D. (brew York Med. Journ., Sept. 14, 1889), records 
a case of ovarian tumour in a girl seven years old in which lie performed 
ovariotomy successfully. The patient had not shown any signs of 
puberty. 

N E W  P R E P A R A T I O N S  A N D  S C I E N T I F I C  I N V E N T I O N S .  

New Antiseptic Artificial Membrana Tgmpanl. 
WE have received from Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcom% & Co., a box con- 
taining a number of the new antiseptic artificial membranm tympani, 
invented by Dr. John Ward  Cousins, of Portsmouth. 

The inventor gave a demonstration of the use of this ingenious inven- 
tion in the Theatre of the Leeds Infirmary, at the meeting of the British 
Medical Association, last August.  

The new membrane which Dr. Cousins advocates is in shape exactly 
like a hat  with a very high and tapering crown and a broad and flat 
brim, having a short ribbon attached to the edge. The material is com- 
posed of compressed cotton fibres, swollen by prolonged immersion~ and 
saturated in an antiseptic oil and ether. The weight varies a little 
according to size, from :~ to a grain. They are very easily introduced 
and removed, and the inventor claims for them that  they arc in every way 
better than any other form of artificial drum ever before introduced. 


